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United Nations Special Political and Decolonisation Committee (Fourth Committee)
5th October 2026
Good afternoon, Mr Chairman and distinguished members of the Committee.
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to address you once again.
I have stood before this Committee many times over the years.
I have spoken about our history. About democracy. And of course, our right to self-determination.
Today, however, I want to speak about what is possible when people choose to work together.
In 2026, after years of difficult negotiations, Gibraltar, the United Kingdom and the European Union reached agreement on a new framework for Gibraltar’s relationship with the European Union.
I believe that agreement carries an important lesson for this Committee.
Because the agreement shows that when people sit around a table in good faith, listen to one another and truly look for practical solutions, they can achieve things that once seemed extremely difficult (if not impossible).
But there is still one part of Gibraltar’s story which remains unresolved.
Gibraltar remains on the United Nations list of Non-Self-Governing Territories.
And I have to ask: after all these years, what exactly is the United Nations waiting for?
The people of Gibraltar have built democratic institutions.
We govern ourselves.
We take responsibility for our own affairs.
And generation after generation of Gibraltarians have made their wishes known.
Yet we remain on a list created more than seventy years ago.
Mr Chairman, that list is supposed to describe reality.
But when reality changes, surely the list must change too.
That is why I make the same invitation that I have made many times before. Send a visiting mission once and for all.
And then ask yourselves whether the description of Gibraltar on that list still reflects the Gibraltar that exists today.
I am not asking this Committee to take anyone’s side.
I am asking it to look.
To listen.
And, above all, to act.
There is a generation growing up which should not have to inherit a question that has remained unresolved for decades before them.
The recent agreement has shown us that progress is possible.
So perhaps now is the time for the United Nations they too can progress and complete the UN work that remains unfinished.
If there is something more that Gibraltar must do, we deserve to know what it is.
And if there is not, then surely the time has come to act.
Mr Chairman, I do not want to stand before this Committee year after year, repeating the same words. But I (or others) will continue to do so.
Because the next generation must be able to look back at all of you and say:
They finally listened.
They finally came.
And they finally finished the job.
Thank you.
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